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THE "UBS/1*

Urs is a thorough Arabic word, which, though having one
etymological sequence of the same primitive stock and derivation,
and being of similarly one orthography, or spelling, is pronounced
and uttered in two distinct methods. Its one elocution is Irs, mean-
ing honeymoon, or the wedlock tie of the bridegroom and the bride, or
the dinner served relating to a matrimonial rite. The second pronun-
ciation is Urs, which tends to signify and imply a synodical gathering
of Muslims, kept up in memory and honor of some departed saints.

The synonymy of the Irs being Arous, and the pluralism
of both the forms stands the only one Arais. Synthetical com-
position in an intelligent comprehensive and lucid sense, of the
theme, as compared with, and judged from the existing practices of
the many Indian Mussulmans of the day indicates a dinner party,
or Mujlis, observed annuaHf by them in expression of their unaffected
pure love and regard for most of their sainted persons, including
parents, teachers, and other kinsmen of reputation, or of some
respectable standing in woldly social career. This Mujlis, or meeting,
which is convened every year on the exact date of the death of such
departed personages, is celebrated with great solemnity by Muslims to
perpetuate the memorable antecedents, and worthy name of the eminent
persons so deserving of the special memento. On this occasion, the
observer of such ceremonial invites his acquaintances, kinsfolks, and
other admirers of the worshipped individuals to dinners, soirees,
picnics, and different entertainments. Dancing men and musicians,
known as Kowals, whose profession is completely given to such
ritualism, are commonly, and as a matter of rule, hired by all observers
to recite, read, and sing elegies, lyrics, odes, ballads, or sonnets in
commendation of the virtuous and noteworthy deeds they (the worship-
ped characters) did while alive in the world. They (the Kowals) also-
dilate on the personal beauties with which they were naturally gifted,
and the extraordinary powers of which they were singularly possessed,
and which they gave vent to as astounding miracles to men of their

* Vide the In&m Daily New, Monday, February 2,1891, containing the
author's lecture on the subject.